Combined modality treatment for stage III non-small cell lung cancer.
There are increasing reports of studies in which combined modality treatment is being tested in stage III non-small cell lung cancer. Randomized trials in which sequential chemoradiotherapy has been compared to radiation alone and in which single agent cisplatin and simultaneous thoracic radiation were compared to radiation are reviewed and discussed. The largest and the most mature phase II trials of preoperative chemotherapy are also included in this review. Similarly the results from recently reported small randomized trials evaluating preoperative treatment are described. Potential future directions for clinical trials are suggested, including the incorporation of new agents in combined modality regimens.